
 
April 3, 2020 

RE: COVID-19 Physical School Closure for the rest of the 2019-2020 school year 

Dear MMCA Families and Students,  

Thank you for your patience and collaboration as we transition from our traditional classrooms to a 
distance-learning model. Our teachers and staff are working collaboratively to share best practices and 
develop resources to keep students engaged and learning.  

We are committed to ensuring the health and safety of our entire community.  

According to Placer County Health Officer Dr. Aimee Sisson, “Based on modeling of the COVID-19 
outbreak in California and in Placer County, it will not be safe for students to return to school in a 
traditional in-person model through the end of May into early June.” With this guidance, Placer County 
superintendents, charter school directors and the Placer County Superintendent of Schools have made a 
unified decision to close school facilities for in-person instruction through the remainder of the 2019-20 
academic year. This decision aligns with recommendations shared earlier this week from both Governor 
Newsom and State Superintendent of Public Instruction Tony Thurmond.  For your information, the Placer 
County Superintendent’s press release announcing the school closure is included for you at the end of this 
letter.  

Instruction will continue to students through our temporary distance-based learning model.  We are 
considering many options for our 8th grade graduation and end-of-year celebrations. We recognize the 
importance of these momentous life events, especially for our 8th graders, and we will work closely 
with our students, staff, and families to make these experiences as meaningful as possible for our 
amazing students.   

We will continue to provide FREE hot lunches to ALL of our students AND their siblings ages 18 and 
younger for each of our school days through June 5th. 

The situation is fluid and we learn new information about the spread and transmission of COVID-19 on 
a daily basis. We take these factors, as well as the guidance of state and local health officials and 
educational leaders, into account as we navigate this unique situation. We will share updates as we 
develop plans for the future.  



Moving forward, we as a school continue to implement the ‘temporary distance based’ learning 
program as we’ve discussed in previous notes.  We’re also going to be looking at some additional 
enrichment opportunities for our students as well  Contextually, I really like what we’ve done / where 
we’re going on the instructional side of our core subjects for this ‘distance’ model that we have to do. 
But from our ‘whole child’ perspective, I also want to work towards providing more opportunities for 
social/emotional and physical development of our students as well. 

This afternoon marks the beginning of this year’s “Spring Break” for our school - I encourage everyone 
to take some time to “unplug” for a bit and recharge your batteries as best as you can during these 
unprecedented times.  
  
 
Thank you, 
 
Brent Boothby, Executive Director 
Maria Montessori Charter Academy  

 

For questions about COVID-19:  
• For general questions about COVID-19 and precautions currently recommended by Placer County 
Public Health, residents may call the county’s coronavirus information line at (530) 886-5310.  

• Current information about the coronavirus is available at placer.ca.gov/coronavirus and on the 
CDC website.  
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PLACER COUNTY SCHOOL FACILITIES CLOSED FOR IN-PERSON 
INSTRUCTION FOR REMAINDER OF ACADEMIC YEAR DUE TO COVID-19  

AUBURN, CA – Based on guidance from Placer County Health Officer Dr. Aimee Sisson, 
Placer County public schools and state preschool facilities will remain closed for in-person 
instruction through the remainder of the 2019-20 academic year.  

“Based on modeling of the COVID-19 outbreak in California and in Placer County, it will 
not be safe for students to return to school in a traditional in-person model through the 
end of May into early June,” Sisson said.  

Instruction will continue to students through online or other home-learning models. 
Seniors who are on track to graduate will graduate. This decision aligns with 
recommendations shared earlier this week from both Governor Newsom and State 
Superintendent of Public Instruction Tony Thurmond.  

“We understand the heartbreak our students and families are experiencing,” said Placer 
County Superintendent of Schools Gayle Garbolino-Mojica. “As school leaders who 



value education and the well-being of our students, we are heartbroken as well. 
Decisions such as these are not made lightly. We trust the data from public health 
officials and strongly believe this is in the best interest of our school communities and 
our entire region.”  

“To be clear, the school year is not over,” continued Garbolino-Mojica. Each school 
district in Placer County has a plan in place for distance learning, which may include the 
use of technology such as Chromebooks or Zoom video conferences. Some schools are 
also utilizing hardcopy worksheet packets to keep students engaged and learning.  

Parents, students and families will continue to receive updates and information 
regarding grades, transcripts, commencement ceremonies, summer school options and 
more from their school districts and charter schools regularly through email, by phone 
and through social media. School facilities will stay open to staff for essential tasks. 
Schools will continue to provide meals and childcare, when possible. The end of the 
school year will follow the district calendars for all students.  

The Placer County Office of Education's Childcare Resource and Referral Program           
is available for families working in essential services and childcare providers seeking            
to provide care or fill spaces. Call (530) 745-1380 for assistance.  

“While this isn’t the outcome any of us wanted, we are grateful for the partnership of the 
California Department of Education and Placer County Public Health who have 
provided guidance and recommendations to allow us to make informed decisions,” 
continued Garbolino-Mojica.  

For general questions about COVID-19 and precautions currently recommended by 
Placer County Public Health, residents may call the county’s coronavirus information line 
at (530) 886-5310. Current information about the coronavirus is available at 
www.placer.ca.gov/coronavirus and on the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
website.  

##
#  

About Placer County Office of Education Nestled in the Sierra Foothills, Placer County Office of Education 
(PCOE) serves nearly 75,000 students in sixteen individual school districts across Placer County. In order to 
serve the students of Placer County, PCOE provides an array of programs and service to meet student needs. 
This task is accomplished by providing high-quality specialized programs for students; recruiting, retaining and 
developing highly qualified staff; and monitoring fiscal accountability and expenditures of our tax dollars. For 
more information, please visit www.placercoe.org.  

 

 

 

 


